
Veritas Academyʼs
History & Heritage Test

Spring 2014

The questions are based on class readings, some of which include The Christian 
Almanac (Grant/Wilbur) and  The Roots of American Order (Kirk).  

The tests (season-by-season and year-by-year) form part of a modest effort to recover 
our civilizational inheritance: ancient and modern, sacred and secular, cultural and 
political.  All are welcome to join us as we try to remember, and, where itʼs due, honor 
those who have gone before us.

“History is a certain kind of memory, 
organized and supported by evidence.”

-- John Lukacs --



1.

1. This 4th-century Roman ruler (d. 337 AD), succeeding Diocletian as king, took 
command of the empire, putting an end to the persecution of Christians?  “[A] great bad 
man” in Russell Kirkʼs estimation, the emperor may have granted privileges to 
Christians and decreed toleration for the Faith more for the sake of political gain than 
out of religious commitment.  He did deem Christian unity vital to imperial cohesion, as 
witnessed by his insistence on creedal consensus at the Council of Nicaea (325).                   
 

2.  This worldview begins its reflection on human nature with acceptance of the fact 
that men are born bad (having original sin yet redeemable by God)?  Moreover, they are 
born unequal with respect to their natures, estates, and vocations by virtue of such 
providential factors as ethnicity, gender, family, culture, and native land.  Accordingly, 
the worldview concludes that manʼs happiness in this world depends largely upon 
embracing the identity and fulfilling the duties bestowed by birth.                     

3.  This 1st-century Roman age, which witnessed the coming of Christ, was a time of 
relative peace and prosperity overseen by a non-despotic emperor (r. 27 BC--AD 14)?  
It deserves to be ranked, writes Russell Kirk, with the earlier Great Age of Greece on 
account of its extraordinary architectural, artistic, and literary achievements.  Brilliant 
prose came from the pen of the historian Livy and poetry from Virgil and Horace, works 
studied by Western Civilizationʼs educated men for centuries.       

4.  This worldview begins its reflection on human nature with confidence that men are 
basically good (though vulnerable to ignorance and superstition)?  Moreover, they are 
created equal in their common humanity and rights, which take precedence over any 
inequalities of nature associated with birth (blood, sex, home, faith, soil).  Accordingly, 
the worldview concludes that manʼs pursuit of happiness depends upon the liberty to 
determine for himself the issues of life—what one can be, do, have, etc.              

5.  This Bishop of Rome (r. 590--604 AD), humbly styled as “Servant of the Servants 
of God,” at first fled the papal office to which he was called insistently by the people?  
Raised in an old-line senatorial family, his administrative skill and theological insight 
held crumbling Western Europe together, raising up “the see of St. Peter,” as one 
scholar put it, “like a lighthouse in a storm.”  He superintended lands, negotiated peace, 
founded monasteries, sent missionaries to the pagans, and wrote influential treatises.               
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6.  These Greek teachers of the 5th- and 4th-centuries BC were devotees of 
Protagoras and his famous humanistic maxim, “Man is the measure of all things...”?  
Over time they became less interested in what was true than in winning arguments, 
using clever reasoning and artful speech to make the lesser cause seem the greater 
and vice versa.  They taught youths, for handsome fees, how to succeed by 
overwhelming their opponents rhetorically in the assemblies and courts.                  

7. This myth or metaphor was employed by Plato (428--347 BC) to illustrate his 
conviction that most men do not perceive things as they really are?  As it were, 
suggested the sage, we are numbered among the living dead, confined to a 
subterranean dungeon where all we see are shadows against a stone wall.  If a prisoner 
were to escape, make his way to the light of day, and return with news of the substance 
behind the shadows, heʼd likely be dismissed as a deceiver who deserves to die.       

8.  This 19th-century writer called the equestrian statue of Marcus Aurelius in Rome 
“the most majestic representation of the kingly character that ever the world has seen”?  
The Salem, MA, native, author of The Scarlet Letter, observed that a mere glimpse of 
the philosopher-king in bronze effigy “is enough to create an evanescent sentiment of 
loyalty in a democratic bosom, so august does he look, so fit to rule, so worthy of manʼs 
profoundest homage and obedience, so inevitably attractive of his love.” 

9. This truth about human nature is what Aristotle (384--322 BC) had in mind when he 
wrote, “A man in solitude must be either a beast or a god”?  The philosopher held that 
only in community, only as a civilized member of a city-state (polis), does man realize 
his full moral and vocational potential.  Thus, politics from this perspective may be seen 
as the art of safeguarding society and its standards by law, both for manʼs good (his 
nurture and creativity) and from manʼs evil (his abuses and usurpations).              

10.  These Greco-Roman thinkers, “philosophers of fortitude” in Russell Kirkʼs words, 
made an impact on the Roman upper classes in the first three centuries AD?  Seneca 
(d. 65 AD) and the slave-philosopher Epictetus (d. 135 AD) were numbered among 
them, moralists who made virtue, including dispassion in the ups and downs of life, 
supreme.  Generally, they urged men to follow a universal way of nature, something 
usually (in their creed) more abstract and idealistic than customary and cultural.                
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11. This German linguist (1455--1522), uncle of Lutheran Philip Melanchthon, was 
subjected to intense pressure for advocating the scholarly use of Jewish writings?  At 
the time, the Dominicans lobbied zealously both emperor and pope for prohibition of the 
error-laden works authored by unbelieving Jews, but the linguist countered by urging 
their preservation.  To refrain from banning the books, he argued, would show the 
Churchʼs magnanimity, facilitate mastery of Hebrew, and sharpen apologetic discourse.   

12.  These three governmental forms, in the philosophy of Aristotle (384--322 BC), 
constitute the political ideals or what he termed “right governments”?  The first of the 
forms, wrote the philosopher, calls for a righteous ruler who respects tradition, the limits 
of law, and whatever properly belongs to the various social classes and interests.  The 
second looks to an elite of high birth and breeding whose honor code is “noblesse 
oblige,” while the third seeks virtuous majorities mindful of justice even for minorities.       

13.  This Northern European people migrated in droves, first within the British Isles in 
the 1600s and then onward to America in the 1700s?  As many as 500,000 settled in the 
Middle and Southern Anglo-American Colonies (PA to GA), mostly in the western hills, 
bringing along their Calvinism, Presbyterianism, and their fiercely independent spirit.  
They gave us Francis Makemie (“Father of American Presbyterianism”), the College of 
NJ (Princeton), and, to some extent, the Revolution itself (secession from Britain).   

14.  These three governmental forms, in the philosophy of Aristotle (384--322 BC), 
pervert or distort the political ideals and may be termed “wrong governments”?  In the 
first of the perversions, wrote the philosopher, one man assumes power unlawfully and 
runs roughshod over traditions, classes, and interests with his own willful agenda.  In 
the second a few men come to the fore and enrich themselves at the expense of the 
many, while the opposite occurs in the third when the many take advantage of the few.        

15. This early 17th-century Dutch theologian (d. 1609) unwittingly convulsed the 
Protestant world with his stance on the respective roles of God and man in salvation?  
Called to academia in Leiden from his pastorate in Amsterdam, the beloved minister 
was constrained to comment on Calvinistic predestination, to which he demurred.  His 
position made manʼs consent to Godʼs grace the decisive factor in salvation, thus 
undermining the invincible sufficiency of the mercy God grants to His elect in Christ.                   
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16.  This classic volume of Stoic philosophy, generally unknown and unread till the 
1500s, was originally titled Marcus Aurelius to Himself?  No book of ancient philosophy 
has been as well received in the modern world, the philosopher-kingʼs melancholic, yet 
hopeful reflections having never lapsed into irrelevancy.  To sum up his vision, there is 
of God a natural, universal order or way of life to which manʼs conscience and society 
bear witness, and the whole duty of man is to follow, cultivate, and conserve that order.             

17. These two Greek terms differentiated fierce foes in the ancient world, adversaries 
in the realms of intellectual reflection and rhetoric?  One of the terms, embraced by 
Socrates and his followers, denotes a “lover of wisdom” or one whose words and ways 
accord with a greater reality like tradition, truth, or God.  The other, for which we have 
no word in English, stands for a “lover of opinion” or a man who fancies he can speak 
and act however he thinks or wishes no matter what the facts of life may be.         

18.  These institutions (and relations between them) formed the background for Pope 
Gelasius I when he observed that, “Two there are by whom this world is ruled”?  In the 
medieval mind, the two institutions or “swords” are separated by function—the greater 
to draw men to Godʼs saving mercy, the lesser to remind them of His fearful judgment.  
Separation and historic tensions aside, however, the two are divinely ordained, or so 
medievals believed, to support and restrain one another for the common good.                  

19. These two titles, sometimes called “Old Republic” and “New Nation” respectively, 
suggest two differing historic approaches to the American Union?  The Old Republic 
viewed the States (and the people through their States) as authors of the Union and the 
Statesʼ liberties as chief end of the Unionʼs federal government.  The New Nation, with 
less historic warrant, claims Union authorship by “We the People” (and the states 
through the People) and makes the Peopleʼs rights the end of a national government.              

20.  This acclaimed classic, the only comprehensive autobiography of ancient times, 
was penned by the Roman Church Father (of N. Africa), St. Augustine (354--430 AD)?  
The authorʼs motive, writes Russell Kirk, was “not out of vanity, but because he felt 
impelled to tell others how he had been won to the love of God” from a life of lust.  
Augustineʼs conversion was sparked, astonishingly, by attending randomly to a passage 
in St. Paulʼs Epistles after overhearing a child chanting “tolle lege” (pick it up, read it).             
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21.  This classic of St. Augustine is arguably historyʼs most profound reflection on the 
distinct natures of two kingdoms, one built by man and the other the work of God?  
Written between 413 and 426 AD, the book was occasioned by the fall of imperial 
Rome, the Eternal City having been plundered by Alaric and his band of Goths in 410.  
Pagans blamed the fall on Christianity for weakening ties to the gods and the state, but 
Augustine saw sin as the real culprit making all manʼs projects subject to decay.            

22.  This New York City “Boss” (1823--1878), a ringleader in the Democratic Party, 
amassed millions via political corruption after leaving his familyʼs chair-making trade?  
Occasionally serving in an official capacity himself (alderman, school commissioner, 
state senator, etc.), he ran Tammany Hall, NYCʼs “machine” or shadow government.  
Tammanyʼs goal had degenerated from civic group to profiteering industry, dispensing 
public perks to favored clients in exchange for votes and payoffs for favored politicians.                

23.  This doctrinal term, in the teaching of St. Augustine and in Christian tradition, 
signifies the spiritually corrupt nature all men are born with stemming from Adamʼs fall?  
The natureʼs essence is pride, that is, manʼs inclination to center the world in himself 
and do away with the rule of God (not to mention the traditions of his earthly fathers).  
Pride in turn inverts Godʼs design for Man—his appetites rule his reason, his body 
overpowers his soul, love gives way to lust in its various forms in his heart.         

24.  This N.Y. governor (1837--1908), an officeholder with a sterling career reputation, 
has thus far been the only U.S. president to serve two non-consecutive terms?  A 
Democrat, he gained national recognition for battling, alongside youthful Republican 
legislator Teddy Roosevelt, the graft of fellow Democrats running NYC (Tammany Hall).  
As U.S. president (1885-89; 1893-97), he made some courageous calls in trying times
—opposing a high protective tariff and standing for sound money via the gold standard.      

25.  This classic dialogue of Plato seems less a practical political program than a 
mythical exploration of how order is achieved in both manʼs soul and society?  In the 
discourse, Plato draws an analogy between three chief classes in society (guardians—
soldiers—farmers) and three chief faculties of the soul (mind—will—appetite).  An 
enlightened order of rule and submission in the inner man (the soulʼs faculties), the 
philosopher taught, was prerequisite to the same in the outer man (societyʼs classes).                       



6.

Spring 2014 Short Subjects

In the spaces below, Veritas history students must craft a thoughtful first sentence for 
each of the five subjects identified.  The sentences should be specific enough, in terms 
of historic content and/or conceptual insight, to imply an expanded statement of the 
subjects.  However, one good sentence for each topic is all that is required here.    

I.  The Road to Damascus

II.  James Buchananʼs Egregious Failure  

III.  Labor, Pietas, Fatum

IV.  Franklin Pierceʼs Enigmatic Independence Day Speech

V.  The Blood of the Martyrs



Veritas Academy
6200 Linworth Road

Worthington, Ohio 43085
(614) 885-2810

Check our weekly History & Heritage Blog on the Veritas website 
(www.veritasacademy.org) for lessons in preparation for the next test.  We offer 4 tests 
a year—winter, spring, summer, fall—with some questions repeated from prior tests.      

Correct Answers to Spring 2014 History & Heritage Test

" " 1.  Constantine the Great" " " " "
" " 2.  Traditional Conservatism" "
" " 3.  Age of Augustus
" " 4.  Classical Liberalism
" " 5.  Gregory the Great" " " " "
" " 6.  Sophists" " " "
" " 7.  Myth of the Cave"" "
" " 8.  Nathaniel Hawthorne" " "
" " 9.  Man is a Social Animal" " "
" " 10. Stoics" " " "
" " 11. Johann Reuchlin" " " "
" " 12. Monarchy, Aristocracy, Commonwealth" " " "
" " 13. Scots-Irish
" " 14. Tyranny, Oligarchy, Democracy
" " 15. Jacobus Arminius
" " 16. Meditations
" " 17. Philosopher and Philodoxer
" " 18. Church and State
" " 19. Jeffersonianism and Lincolnianism
" " 20. Confessions
" " 21. City of God
" " 22. William “Boss” Tweed
" " 23. Original Sin
" " 24. Grover Cleveland
" " 25. The Republic

" " " " "

http://www.veritasacademy.org
http://www.veritasacademy.org


Spring 2014 Prose & Poetry Recitation

For each season of the year, we endeavor to commit some verse or a short prose 
selection to memory.  Thereʼs no better way to relish the beauty and power of our native 
tongue or reflect deeply on the truth that makes us free.

Past selections include David Middletonʼs “Of Magnanimity,” Christiana Rossettiʼs “In the 
Bleak Midwinter,” William Cowperʼs “God Moves in a Mysterious Way,” Robert Louis 
Stevensonʼs “To the Reverend Sister Marianne,” John Donneʼs “Holy Sonnet XIV,” 
William Gilmore Simmsʼ “The Poet,” and Abraham Lincolnʼs “Gettysburg Address.” 

Below, please write from memory our spring selection:  Johann Heermannʼs 
hymn “Ah, Holy Jesus, How Hast Thou Offended.”


